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      Love One Another 
 
A verse of Scripture that has long fascinated 

me is John 13:35.  In John 13 Jesus prepares His disciples 
for His coming departure by washing their feet.  He then 
explains that this attitude of service to one another is to be a 
hallmark of their relationship to Him (see verses 12-16).  
Following a prediction of His betrayal by Judas the Lord 
gives His disciples what He calls “A new commandment.”  
The commandment is that “you love one another, even as I 
have loved you.”  By saying it is a new commandment He 
does not mean they have never heard of such a thing.  Clear 
back in Leviticus 19:18 God told His people to “love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  What makes the command ‘new’ for 
the followers of Jesus is that they now have an example of 
what it means to love – Jesus is that example as He gives 
Himself in sacrifice for our sins.  In Galatians 2:20 Paul says 
of the Lord Jesus, “He loved me and gave Himself up for 
me.”  So the challenge to love is a challenge to emulate 
Jesus in His self-sacrificial giving for others. 
 The thing that really interests me about this new 
commandment is what the Lord then says in v35: “By this 
all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”  We might expect Jesus to say that the 
world will know we belong to Him because of our love for 
the world.  But He doesn’t say that.  He says the world will 
know we are His because we love those who are His, i.e. one 
another.  This is a serious challenge for any local body of 
believers, such as RVCC.  When people visit our church do 
they see us loving one another?  Do they experience a warm  
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Unexpected Apologetic 
          Margaret Manning 
 
A careful reading of the four 
evangelists’ remembrances of the 
resurrection reveals many 
different emphases and details. 
Matthew, for example, tells us 
that a great earthquake had occurred as “an angel of the Lord 
descended and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon 
it” (Matthew 28:2). Mark, on the other hand, tells us that a 
“young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe” was 
inside the tomb to announce Jesus’ resurrection (Mark 14:5). 
Luke tells us that two men “suddenly stood near them [the 
women] in dazzling apparel” (Luke 24:4) and John, the 
beloved disciple, reports his own discovery of the linen 
wrappings abandoned in the empty tomb (John 20:5).  
 
There are many other differences in the re-telling of the 
resurrection appearances of Jesus, but there is one feature 
that is the same in all four accounts: the resurrection 
announcement is made first to the women who followed 
Jesus (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 23:55-24:5; John 
20:1). Many reasons have been offered as to why women 
serve as the immediate witnesses to the resurrection: the 
women stayed with him through the crucifixion, so he 
appeared first to those who stuck with him to the last; 
women traditionally carried out the burial rituals in first 
century Judaism, so they were witnesses by default. Others 
suggest that the first women witnesses represent Jesus’ 
elevation of the status for women of the first century and for 
women in general.  
 
While all of these are plausible reasons, there is another 
strategic, indeed, apologetic reason why the women were 
the first witnesses. Women were the witnesses because no 
man in his right mind would give credence to a woman’s 
testimony in the first century. They simply were not credible 
witnesses in court, or anywhere else, for that matter. Why 
then did the gospel writers report them as witnesses? If 
women were not credible witnesses, why would the gospel 
writers report that they were witnesses, indeed, the first 
witnesses for the resurrection? Wouldn’t it have made more 
sense to offer some credible, male testimonial?  
 
Anglican priest and physicist John Polkinghorne answers 
this question with a resounding “no”:  
 

Continued on page 2 
 
 
 



���������������

Love One Another, continued from page 1 
and welcoming sense of mutual love that they would like to 
be a part of?  Do they see something in us that they just do 
not see in the world?  Can they say truthfully, “Look at how 
they love one another”? 
 So, the question before us is this: “How does 
RVCC live up to the challenge of John 13:34-35?”  Do we 
love one another as Jesus commands?  And does that love 
show in our relations with each other, as well as our service 
to one another?  These are questions we need to give careful 
consideration if we want our church to have an impact for 
Jesus Christ in our community and our world. 
 
Pastor Dan 
 
 

 
THE PARTING 
Beverly Lewis 

Large Print 
  
Nearly one hundred days have 
passed since the untimely death 

of Nellie Mae Fisher's beloved younger sister, Suzy, 
and Nelly dares again to dream of a future with 
handsome Caleb Yoder.  But with rumors about Suzy 
still flying among the people, there are those who 
would keep the young courting couple apart...including 
Caleb's own father. 
  
Meanwhile, a growing number of Honeybrook's Amish 
farmers are demanding tractors and other forbidden 
modern conveniences.  When a revival adds to the 
tensions, passions flare.  With the Old Order 
community pushed to the breaking point, Nellie and 
Caleb find their families-and them selves-in the midst 
of what threatens to become an impossible divide. 
  
The People themselves dare to challenge the old ways 
of their heritage, and each patriarch must choose a 
side. 
  
This is the first book in the Courtship of Nellie Fisher 
series. 
  
NEW THIS MONTH 
 
The Parting                          by Beverly Lewis 
The Crystal Cavern              by Hannah Alexander 
Jonah - Veggie Tales DVD 
The following series continues the story of Katie and Mayme 
and the Rosewood Plantation. 
A Perilous Proposal #1          by Michael Phillips       
Soldiers Lady #2                    by Michael Phillips       
Never Too Late #3                 by Michael Phillips    . 
Miss Katie’s Rosewood #4     by Michael Phillips      
 
Submitted by Bettie Callaway 
 
 

Unexpected Apologetic, continued from page 1 
“Perhaps the strongest reason of taking the stories of the 
empty tomb absolutely seriously lies in the fact that it is 
women who play the leading role. It would have been very 
unlikely for anyone in the ancient world who was 
concocting a story to assign the principal part to women 
since, in those times, they were not considered capable of 
being reliable witnesses in a court of law. It is surely much 
more probable that they appear in the gospel accounts 
precisely because they actually fulfilled the role that the 
stories assign to them, and in so doing, they make a startling 
discovery.”(1)  
 
In this sense, the women offer the strongest apologetic for 
the witness of the gospel writers. It is the very fact that they 
were not considered reliable witnesses that makes credible 
the accounting of the evangelists, for who would make up a 
story like this with women as the central characters in its 
dramatic conclusion?  
 
This example gives witness to God’s unexpected apologetic. 
God continually uses those whom we least expect in ways 
that are profoundly remarkable. Of course, this is God’s 
apologetic throughout redemption history--Deborah, a 
woman, judge over Israel; Gideon, the least and the 
youngest in his tribe and family to defeat the Midianites; 
David, the youngest of his family and a simple shepherd to 
be king; Jael, a non-Israelite woman to defeat the Canaanite 
king Sisera; Josiah, king of Israel at only eight years old, to 
reform the nation; Amos, a simple sheepherder, to be a 
prophet among the people of God; tax-collectors, fishermen, 
and women, Mary, the mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary of Bethany, Martha, and Salome. God chooses those 
we might be tempted to overlook or ignore--those who were 
the last and the least in their society--to bear witness to the 
great work of God to transform the kingdom of this world 
into the kingdom of the Lord!  
 
All of these witnesses are unexpected in their day and time 
for a variety of reasons. But they serve to remind us of an 
unexpected apologetic; God uses and chooses those we least 
expect, and would not anticipate, to give witness to God’s 
work in this world, and in our lives. Who might you be 
overlooking?  
 
Margaret Manning is associate writer at Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries in Atlanta, Georgia.  
 
(1) John Polkinghorne, Exploring Reality: The Intertwining 
of Science and Religion (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2005), 86-87. 
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An ancient prayer 
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Thank you to the Children who sang about our risen 
Lord on Easter Sunday! 
 
Thanks also to the RVCC choir for their wonderful 
presentation of the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
Your singing and the video that accompanied it 
brought history to life for us.  What a heartbreaking 
Friday it was for those who loved Him, but O’ what a 
glorious Sunday it was for all of us! 
 
 

Christian Symbols  
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Stepping stones 
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Back Yard Alleys 

 
Alleys are nostalgic and inviting.  They remind me of my 

childhood excursions.  Grasshoppers and scissor weeds were 
only a few of the toys to be found there.  Strolling through 
alleys is great for exercise, as well as a relaxing therapy.   

It’s finally spring in my new neighborhood as I make my 
way down a back alley for my daily walk.  The sun warms 
my back in the crisp air as the pungent aroma of freshly cut 
grass, fragrant flowers, and “what’s cooking on the stove” 
invades my senses. 

Alleys are secluded.  No one expects you to be there as 
you journey past each dwelling, assessing the evidence seen 
and the voices heard.  I teeter on the brink of invading 
privacy- an unseen guest.  If you really want to know a 
person, take a stroll down the back alley of his home. 

Now, what about the back alley of your life.  Can you 
invite the Unseen Guest to take a stroll any day of the week?  
Did you hoe your weeds today?  Can you take your secret 
words and shout them from your housetop?  What is that 
aroma that exudes from your back door! 

 
“For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 

who are being saved and those who are perishing.  To the 
one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance 
of life....” 2 Cor. 2:15, 16a. 

Junie McKercher 
 

Permission granted for nonprofit use only by The Pen of a Ready Writer, 
� 2003. 
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Gail Snow 
 
 
 
I think it’s time for another puzzle to 
keep our minds active and alert.  This one is much easier 
than the last one.  I will give the answers in the next 
newsletter. 
 
 
This puzzle features phrases in the form “_____ & _____”, 
where the last word starts with the letter D.  Given the first 
word, complete each phrase. 
 
Ex.    Hill _____dale____________ (hill & dale) 
 

1. Five _____________________ 

2. Wheel ____________________ 

3. Wine _____________________ 

4. Gloom ____________________ 

5. Ups ______________________ 

6. Life ______________________ 

7. Mom _____________________ 

8. Song _____________________ 

9. Fine _____________________ 

10.  Near ____________________ 

11.  Car _____________________ 

12.  Night ___________________ 

13.  High ____________________ 

14.  Cloak ___________________ 

15. Hopes ___________________ 

16. Down ___________________ 

17. Dots ____________________ 

18.  Cut _____________________ 

19.  Bound __________________ 

20.  Cease ___________________ 

21.  Search __________________ 

22.  Dungeons _______________ 

23. Stand ___________________ 

24.  Supply _________________ 
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