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As we enter the New Year we hear 
constantly of the dire condition of our economy.  Retailers 
didn’t sell all they would have liked to for the Christmas 
season.  The housing market continues to be gloomy – at 
least for those trying to sell houses.  And gasoline prices 
continue to be higher than we would like.  What shall we do 
about this difficult economic situation?  Certainly we need 
to be good stewards of what God has provided for us.  We 
do need to be careful.  However we must not let anxiety and 
worry consume us.  In fact, the Lord Jesus says to us in 
Matthew 6:34 “do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow 
will care for itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  
He is not telling us not to think about the issues that will 
arise in the future, but not to let that concern consume us. 
 If you find yourself falling into the trap of worrying 
over the economic state we are in, I encourage you to read 
that chapter I quoted above.  Beginning at v19 the Lord 
Jesus gives us the cure for anxiety.  It begins with getting 
our focus and priorities right, i.e. storing up treasures in 
heaven rather than on this earth.  The cure for anxiety 
continues, then, by trusting in our God to take care of us.  
He who takes care of the birds of the air and lilies of the 
field certainly will provide for those who are His own 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  So the Lord says not to worry 
about how we will clothe ourselves or what we will eat (the 
necessities of life).  Rather we are to trust our God and leave 
things to Him, even as we make our plans and do our part.  
And what is our part?  In v33 the Lord says this to us: “But 
seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.”  Make God your priority and 
He promises to meet those needs. 
 May the year 2008 be a blessing to each of us as we 
keep our eyes and energy focused on the One who loves us 
and saves us through His Son, our Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor Dan 
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Another year has passed by! What a joy and pleasure it is to 
be a part of the RVCC Prayer Chain. As of this writing we 
have received 192 prayer requests with 86 (45%) known 
answers. Our Lord and Father is certainly good. And I know 
in my heart He has answered all the requests that have been 
given! They may not have been answered in the time or the 
way that I or you desired, but they were answered according 
to our Father’s will. And for that I am very thankful. 
 
As we begin the New Year Deuteronomy 33:26-27 comes to 
mind.  There is “no one like the God of Jeshurun, Who rides 
the heavens to help you, and in His Excellency on the 
clouds. The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are 
the everlasting arms; He will thrust out the enemy from 
before you, and will say, “Destroy!” Our Lord is like a 
soldier, always on the lookout to defend His people from 
attack. He is a Divine Warrior who is always providing 
protection. He, God, is our refuge, our fortress where we can 
flee in times of distress. He is the God who redeemed Israel 
with His strong arm and will always be with His people in 
love and power. We serve an awesome and wonderful 
Creator!! 
 
In saying all of this I am drawn back to “prayer”; over the 
last 12 months every direction the Lord has taken me has led 
me to “pray.” His word is filled with prayer; from the 
Prophets to Jesus, to the disciples, soldiers, women, and 
children…all of mankind is led to pray. This is how we 
communicate with our heavenly Father. We must pray for 
our salvation; we must pray for others; we must pray to 
receive wisdom and direction; we must pray – talk – to our 
Creator. As Scripture tells us we can do nothing without 
God, so it is true with prayer. Without prayer and His word 
it is impossible to nurture our relationship with Him.   
 
My prayer and encouragement for all of my church family 
this New Year is “Rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing. 
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
Debbie Marshall 
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THANK YOU!!!        
THANK YOU!!!  
THANK YOU!!!  
  
I can’t say that enough 
God is sooooo good!  His 
way works!  All we have to 
do is look around and we’ll 
see that His work is evident 
everywhere and in all things. 

     Because of you, (a giving body of believers), the Boy 
Scouts and Awana food drives, we were able to provide 
Thanksgiving dinner, with the turkey and all the trimmings 
to many families in Rogue River; we specifically gave to 18 
families and then a few more that came to our door. 
     Christmas was also equally plentiful.  It was kind of like 
the feeding of the 5,000; the more we planned to feed the 
more the food was available.  Thanks to the generosity of 
the Rogue River Elementary school children and again, you, 
this very generous body of believers, we provided Christmas 
dinner with ham and all the trimmings to 24 families in the 
Rogue River and Evans Valley area.  These families ranged 
from single persons to families of 8 or more with children 
ranging from 1 month old to college age. 
     The road to delivering to some of these families was truly 
from the hand of God.  On two occasions I misplaced my 
papers; in the church I was trying to organize the food 
distribution according to family sizes and ages and got 
distracted (me?) laying the papers in hand down.  After 
whining to Pastor Dan about not being able to find them, he 
lovingly reminded me to pray about it-----I found the papers 
within minutes of praying.  The second paper I misplaced 
took a little longer to find--I had received it Wednesday, the 
day we unloaded the truck load of food from the Rogue 
River Elementary school children and it had the names of 
three families with their phone numbers.  I had gathered 
ALL my miscellaneous papers when leaving that day and 
had shoved that paper into my arm load of other notebooks, 
directories and loose papers. By late Friday morning I still 
had not found this paper. The school counselor that had 
given it to me had already notified the families that they 
would be receiving food.  I knew two of them but not the 
third--and believe me I had been praying for that paper to 
show up.  God’s word tells us to “Be still, and know that I 
am God;”, Psalms 46:10 (NIV)  but I was so  busy being 
busy with being busy that I was unable to hear any direction 
until I had to run an errand for the food gifts.  After pulling 
into the church parking lot, I just sat there for a second 
catching my breath when I was reminded of the only place I 
hadn’t looked.  I called my husband and asked him to look 
in the directory and there he found my missing paper.  Praise 
the Lord! 
     As I was attempting to deliver to one family, I went right 
instead of left and approached the wrong house with food in 
hand.  I could tell they were not expecting me but then they 
expressed the fact that they were also in need of food.  With  

Continued on page 3 
 
 
 

      THE INVITATION 
        By Nancy Moser 
  
Florence Littauer says “The 
Invitation is a fascinating 
tale of four different people 
who are called together for 
a mysterious purpose.  
Through their intriguing 
story and the suspenseful ending, Nancy Moser sends her 
own invitation to the reader, asking us to consider how 
God can use us and all ordinary people in the most 
extraordinary ways.” 
  
Joy Fisher says “The Invitation, Nancy Moser’s first novel 
in the Mustard Seed Series, is an experience in God’s 
power.  Whenever sin, lack of faith, and doubt linger, God’s 
love can move in to change and to heal.  The strangers who 
gather in Haven, Nebraska find in the power of God a 
newness of life and strength in hope.  Few novels in the 
market place are quite as inspirational, nor offer as a 
background real life relationships, danger and intrigue.  The 
Invitation is fiction, but its message of hope is real for us 
all.” 
  
New This Month 
Home to Holly Springs – A Father Tim Novel by Jan Karon 
 
The Wonderful world of Ha’s – A Veggie Tale DVD 
 
The Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything – A Veggie Tale DVD 
 
Between Sundays – by Karen Kingsbury 
 
Submitted by Bettie Callaway 
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Kings Cupboard, continued from page 2 

another family already expecting the food in my hand I 
explained that I wasn’t able to help that night.  So the next 
day I returned and delivered food to this single person.  The 
family on the left had given me a contact number 
unbeknownst to me, and in my trying to locate that family, 
the contact family expressed a need for food also.  I 
delivered to them also the next day. 
     I inherited the Kings Cupboard several years ago and 
wasn’t sure what was expected of it.  We did not do too 
much for a few months except to throw away out dated food 
as the cupboard was not being fully utilized.  For whatever 
reason, the Lord has given me direction to take His cupboard 
to where we are now.  Knowing that the elementary children 
did their food drive because of their classmates receiving 
food at Thanksgiving shows me that this church is moving 
in the right direction---showing the true meaning of God’s 
love through our works that come from our faith in an 
awesome God. 
Faithfully serving,  
Sue Ann Wardle, Deaconess 
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We’re all agitated in the washtub of life.  We’ve all been 

dunked at one time or another.  Do you know what I found 
while working on my Family Tree?- That we’re all the same.  
We’re all alike! 

The Tree reveals fall after fall- and broken relationships.  
Feelings are hurt and family relationships are ceased for a 
lifetime- only to try to make amends at the end when your 
relative cannot be located. 

Yes, there are many “great” achievements in my Family 
Tree, but none without a fault.  I know now that the Bible is 
true.  It says that “if we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1 Jn.1:8 NIV). 

I see now that there really was a need for Christ to visit 
Earth and die for our sins- the Tree reveals it!  And 
so....having observed the despair of our condition, I have 
come to this conclusion:  We need to be restored to “right 
standing” with our Maker and I will publish the fact with my 
life.  Everything else pales in comparison. 

It’s interesting to know where we’ve come from, but 
let’s be assured of where we’re going. Save a Tree- look to 
Jesus! 

“For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for 
all men---- the testimony given in its proper time.  And for this 
purpose I was appointed a herald....” 

1 Timothy 2:5-7a NIV 
 

Junie McKercher 
 

Permission granted for nonprofit use only by The Pen of a Ready Writer,  

Redeem the Time 
Jill Carattini 
 
The world is full of beginnings and 
endings. We begin a new year with a 
certain hope--another year, another 
chance, a new day. But we carry 
with us the same fears, the same 
longings, the same resolutions. Is 

there ever really anything new about a new year?  
 
There was a particular time in my life when the past felt so 
broken that its shards seemed to reach into the future. I saw 
the end of a difficult situation, but I couldn't see a beginning 
unmarred by the residue of the past. Is there really such a 
thing as new day? This was the question I held 
disconsolately, until a friend gave me the following scripture 
and asked me to hold it instead: 

Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed,  
for his compassions never fail.  
They are new every morning;  
great is thy faithfulness.  
I say to myself, "The LORD is my portion;  
therefore I will wait for him" (Lamentations 3:22-24). 
 
Spoken in a time of exile, I imagine these words were as 
pungent for Israel as they were for me. The writer of 
Lamentations held fast to the assurance of things new, even 
in the midst of a situation that blinded him from what that 
could even mean. In all of the sin and sorrow surrounding 
him, it would not have been unreasonable for him to admit 
he saw no way out. With all the damage that had been done, 
with the uncertainty of exile, and the finality of a destroyed 
Jerusalem, no one would have blamed him for seeing new 
mornings as nothing but a promise of more of the same.  
 
But this was not the lament on his lips. Written in the style 
of an ancient funeral song, the writer's words, though 
consumed with death, call to the Lord by name. Because of 
Yahweh's great love we are not consumed; his mercies are 
new every morning. What the writer saw in his own 
lamentation and taught me to see in mine is that only God 
can truly make a beginning. New mornings in and of 
themselves are useless and worse than useless if they are not 
seen as belonging to the one who makes all things new.  
 
And often, it is in the midst of a definitive ending that God 
brings new beginnings to life. In a poem called "Ash 
Wednesday," T.S. Eliot describes redemption as a figure 
moving about ashes and endings.  

The new years walk, restoring  
through a bright cloud of tears, the years, restoring  
with a new verse the ancient rhyme. Redeem  
the time. Redeem  
the unread vision in the higher dream. 

Continued on page 4 
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Overcoming Personal Troubles  
�����������
�	��	�����������������
���)#����	����
����������$�	����������"��#���������*�%�
���
$�������+�����$�	�����
��������
�
*�%���	���	���
������	�����	�����������,#����������
��

����	����
�
*	����������������+�
�������%�������	�������������� 	��	�
�������������#���������
�
-�%������##���	���	�
�	�������#��	�������������
���������������,#�����	�����	��	����������	�������� ��
)������������������������$$��	�������������������
�
.��"	�
���/���#�����$�����	���#�����������	�
������ ���
��%���	�
���������	���+����%��	�	���#�������������� �	��
�$������+�%��#�#�����$�����������������	����$���	�	 ��

�����	�����0�����

 

 
 

 
Redeem the time, continued from page 3 

Perhaps there is something restoring about a new years 
walk, something fresh in a new day, because there is a 
particular new day that God has made us to know. Perhaps 
the hope promised in new mornings, the assurance of new 
mercies and new beginnings is only a hint of the promise of 
a new earth. God is the dreamer in this higher dream, 
redeeming worlds, redeeming time, and God’s redemption is 
the great love that prevents us from being consumed.  
 
It is no coincidence that the ending chapters of Scripture are 
aimed at describing the beginning of something more. 
Depicting the vision of "a new heaven and a new earth," 
John reports a voice crying out from the throne saying, "See, 
the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them 
as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will 
be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more, for the first things have passed away" (Revelation 
21:3-4).  
 
This day is new because the God of new beginnings has 
willed it to be. Christ has come to live among mortals; he is 
the portion God extends every morning. Behold him come, 
for he is making all things new.  
 
Jill Carattini is senior associate writer at Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries in Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
 
 
The Young Disciples 
Superintendents are 
setting up a permanent 
numbering system.  By 
registering your 
preschool through 5th 
grade child you will 
greatly help this 
process.  The number that will be given to your 
child will be used to alert you if your child should 
ever need you.  Your child’s registration number will 
be displayed on the monitor in the sanctuary if the 
need arises.   If you have already filled out the 
registration form for your child we thank you.  If your 
child still needs to be registered the forms can be 
picked up in your child’s classroom or from us.  The 
completed forms can be turned back into the 
classroom, to one of us, or in the offering box. 
We are also still in need of teachers and helpers.  
Please come enjoy the fun of watching our children 
grow and mature in the Lord.  What a blessing it is! 
 
Thank you, 
Keith & Christy Willard 
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31 Biblical Virtues 
to pray for your kids 
 
1. Salvation.  "Lord, let salvation spring up within my 
children that they may obtain the salvation that is in 
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory" (Is. 45:8, 2 Tim. 2:10). 
 
2. Growth in grace.  "I pray that my children may grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3:18). 
 
3. Love.  "Grant, Lord, that my children may learn to live 
a life of love, through the Spirit who dwells in them" 
(Gal. 5:25, Eph. 5:2). 
 
4. Honesty and integrity. "May integrity and honesty be their 
virtue and their protection" (Ps. 25:21). 
 
5. Self-control. "Father, help my children not to be like 
many others around them, but let them be alert and 
self-controlled in all they do" (1 Thess. 5:6). 
 
6. Love for God's Word.  "May my children grow to find Your 
Word more precious than much pure gold and sweeter 
than honey from the comb" (Ps. 19:10). 
 
7. Justice.  "God, help my children to love justice as You do 
and act justly in all they do" (Ps. 11:7, Mic. 6:8). 
 
8. Mercy.  "May my children always be merciful, just as their 
Father is merciful" (Lk. 6:36). 
 
9. Respect (for self, others, authority).  "Father, grant that my 
children may show proper respect to everyone, as your Word 
commands" (1 Pet. 2:17). 
 
10. Biblical self-esteem. "Help my children develop a strong 
self esteem that is rooted in the realization that they are God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2:10). 
 
11. Faithfulness . "Let love and faithfulness never leave my 
children, but bind these twin virtues around their necks and write 
them on the tablet of their hearts" (Prov. 3:3). 
 
12. Courage.  "May my children always be strong and courageous 
in their character and in their actions" (Dt. 31:6). 
 
13. Purity.  "Create in them a pure heart, O God, and let that 
purity of heart be shown in their actions" (Ps. 51:10). 
 
14. Kindness.  "Lord, may my children always try to be kind 
to each other and to everyone else" (1 Thess. 5:15). 
 
15. Generosity.  "Grant that my children may be generous and 
willing to share, and so lay up treasure for themselves as 
a firm foundation for the coming age" (1 Tim. 6:18-19). 
 
16. Peace-loving. "Father, let my children make every effort 
to do what leads to peace" (Rom. 14:19). 
 
17. Joy . "May my children be filled with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit" (1 Thess. 1:6). 
 
 
 
 

18. Perseverance.  "Lord, teach my children perseverance in 
all they do, and help them especially to run with perseverance 
the race marked out for them" (Heb. 12:1). 
 
19. Humility.  "God, please cultivate in my children the ability 
to show true humility toward all" (Titus 3:2). 
 
20. Compassion.  "Lord, please clothe my children with the 
virtue of compassion" (Col. 3:12). 
 
21. Responsibility.  "Grant that my children may learn 
responsibility, for each one should carry his own load" (Gal. 6:5). 
 
22. Contentment.  "Father, teach my children the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, through Him 
who gives them strength" (Phil. 4:12-13). 
 
23. Faith. "I pray that faith will find root and grow in my 
children's hearts, that by faith they may gain what has 
been promised to them" (Lk. 17:5-6, Heb. 11:1-40). 
 
24. A servant's heart. "God, please help my children develop 
servants' hearts, that they may serve wholeheartedly, as 
if they were serving the Lord, not men" (Eph. 6:7). 
 
25. Hope.  "May the God of hope grant that my children may 
overflow with hope and hopefulness by the power of the 
Holy Spirit" (Ro. 15:13). 
 
26. Willingness and ability to work.  "Teach my children, 
Lord, to value work and to work at it with all their heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men" (Col. 3:23). 
 
27. Passion for God.  "Lord, please instill in my children a soul 
that 'followeth hard after thee' (Ps. 63:8, KJV), one that clings 
passionately to you." 
 
28. Self-discipline.  "Father, I pray that my children may 
acquire a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just 
and fair" (Prov. 1:3). 
 
29. Prayerfulness . "Grant, Lord, that my children's lives may 
be marked by prayerfulness, that they may learn to pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests"  
(Eph. 6:18). 
 
30. Gratitude. "Help my children to live lives that are always 
overflowing with thankfulness and always giving thanks to God the 
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Eph. 5:20, Col. 2:7). 
 
31. A heart for missions.  "Lord, please help my children to 
develop a desire to see your glory declared among the nations, 
your marvelous deeds among all peoples" (Ps. 96:3). 
 
Excerpted from Pray! Magazine issue #4. © 1998 BOB 
HOSTETLER 
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