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On March 5 Cheri and | leave for
Israel with six other people from

RVCC and several from Grants Pass and a churéfeied,
CA. We both are humbled and grateful for this apyaty
to again explore the Promised Land, the land oBiibée.
This is our third visit to Israel. We went in 19&dth
Friends of Israel. In 1998 studying for five weeits
Jerusalem University College was the centerpiecaiof
three-month sabbatical. Cheri and | often talkuathow
God has blessed us in enabling us to visit the ¢dribe
Bible again when so many have never visited it. u$ dhis
is just another of those mysterious things that @&ddis
grace and mercy does for His children.

So, what do we expect to see in Israel? And howelo
think this visit will change us? The primary puspoof such
a visit is to see the places where biblical eveodk place.
Though we do not question the validity or histdyi@f the
events recorded in the Bible, there is somethirauabeeing
the places for ourselves that gives a greater defpimality
to those events. Gaining a greater awarenes® attlity
of biblical events does change us, because it saist
respond more readily to the truths set forth in G&dord.
We come to appreciate all the more what a trulyzinga
gift God’s Word is to us.

It is my intention —I trust | will be able to fulfithis — to

send you regular updates concerning the placessite Vv
will do this through a blog | have set up. Thegot@an be
accessed at pastordanielr-israel2008.blogspot.&inte

most of you cannot be there, | consider it a peiyd and
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The Romans sent a message;

God sent one, too

The rulers of the Roman Empire wanted

everyone under their power to understand

clearly that it would be very costly to try to

overthrow their government. They conceived

the idea of crucifixion as a way of sending an
& unforgettable message to all people under their
control. Death on a cross would be a slow,
excruciatingly painful death. The cross would
be put in a very public place so as many as
possible would get the message: Don'’t even
think of defying Roman rule!
That is why Christ was crucified on Golgotha hidge to a
busy road where no passerby could miss the shockieige
Christ was guilty of nothing. Yet his enemies hatéd so
much that they told Pilate, Rome’s representative i
Jerusalem, that Jesus was a danger to Roman huist'€
enemies said to Pilate, “If you release this mamw, gre not
Caesar’s friend; everyone who makes himself a kitg
himself against Caesar” (John 19:12). Pilate cawed the
clamor of the crowd and allowed Jesus to be ceatifi
But those who saw to it that Jesus suffered deathe
cross did not know that God had a message to senela
God victoriously raised Christ from the dead! Goddhed
the precious body of his Son and infused it witd, li
glorious, dynamic life, life in all of its fullness
God turned the cross, the executioner’s tool offdeato a
dramatic symbol of victory. The empty cross andehgpty
tomb, along with the resurrected body of Christesd
God'’s victory over the worst deed humans might dehe-
assassination of the Holy.
That is why we put crosses everywhere: boldly, ghpu
joyously, triumphantly. It is why we glory in theass
always. It stands eternally “towering o’er the vkeof
time” (John Bowring).
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» World Day of Prayer, March 7, 2008

* Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 9, 2008
« Passion/Palm Sunday, March 16, 2008

» Holy Week, March 16-22, 2008

« First Day of Spring, March 20, 2008

» Good Friday, March 21, 2008

« Easter Day, March 23, 2008



Pastor Dan continued from page 1

responsibility to give you the next best thing attiou A NOtef -
might see Israel through my eyes, and so growwe the

Bible and its Author all the more. Pa or Dick
Please pray for us while we are gone. We haveaodf /

going into Israel. However, we do want this tigpbie as
fruitful and profitable as possible to us and oMGT

family. As the Jews in dispersion used to sayjsHear in /l // |
Jerusalem.”

| find it intriguing that most of the men we
remember in our society, we remember them for what
they said or what they didn’t say.
. Now, I'm not saying that this is all wrong.
There's more! Don’'t misunderstand, but | pray that my last will &
testament will consist of more than just words. That
my actions will backup what | say.

Not that the right words are not imperative, |
certainly believe they are. In fact the Bible has a lot to
say about our conversations in this life. And I'm sure

1 that everyone has tender spots from words that were
said that hurt deeply or great recriminations for words
that you said to someone else.

"oy $ Our last will & testament should not be
relegated down to a few sheets of paper which are
read by some lawyer after we have left the scene. The
words on the paper may be moving or not moving, but
they are cold and can hold no life. Our last will &
testament should consist of what we say and do while
we are here on earth, alive and breathing and making
our presence known. For instance, don’t wait to put
! & ' into words your love for your mate or your children and
% % grandchildren; disease can overtake us and we can die
( leaving unsaid what we neglected to say and what our
loved ones longed to hear us say. The last hours or
minutes of life on this earth almost never provide
opportunity to say what should have been said before.
In my experience as a pastor almost invariably the one
dying is in a state of unconsciousness, mostly because
of painkilling drugs. Our lives, of course as believers
must be “a living epistle known and read of all men.”
But how many times have | heard from the one left
behind,” there were so many things left unsaid that |
wish we had talked about. We just never seemed to
get around to it.” | recently conducted a service for a
lady who died rather unexpectedly. As | stood before
the casket (with her husband at my side) we quietly
viewed her for the last time. In the stillness of that
An Easter Carol moment he said to me, “you know Pastor; there were
so many things | did not tell her. Only after she lay
) dead did | share with her how much | really loved her;
) how much | cared for her and how thankful | was for
her caring for me and providing loving care and
concern for our children.” | thought as this man spoke,
) what a tragedy; one that no doubt is lived out many
times every day. Even in the lives of Christians who
should know the importance of words; the right words;
kind words, loving words, significant words, words that
) - convey a positive message.

Pastor Dan
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Pastor Dick continued from page 2

Another area of life where our words make up
a large part of our last will & testament is the area in
which we share our faith in Christ. God’s word says
“be ready always to give an answer for the hope that is
within you, with meekness and in fear.” The great
commission to the church is to go and put into words
what we hold in our heart to be true. It is obvious that
the way we bring glory and honor to God and His Son
Jesus Christ is by the lives that we live and the words
that we speak in this world.

Why is it that so many times we leave the
wrong message with the people that come into our
lives? We leave the wrong impression by attempting
to impress them by what or who we know — we’re more
impressed with current events than the message that
brings eternal life.

Paul's whole life as a believer was to impress
upon whomever he met the claims of Christ. He said,
“I'm determined to know nothing among you save
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

That was Paul’s final word on the subject!
That was his last will & testament!

Is that ours?

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be acceptable in thy sight O’ Lord my rock
and my redeemer.” Psalm 19:14.

Pastor Dick

HOME TO HOLLY SPRINGS

Jan Karon
Large Print

Father Tim receives a note that
says only "come home" and after
38 years he returns to his
childhood home of Holly Springs.
The note is unsigned and he has no idea who it is, or if any
one he knows will still be there.

Surprisingly, a number of connections have survived, but will
he find his childhood friend, Tommy, or Peggy, who was like
a second mother to him? Will he find the person who sent
the note and learn why it was sent?

This is another of Jan Karon's wonderful stories. Her
characters are so real that they almost become part of your
family.

NEW THIS MONTH:

#3 Sunrise Series — Someday by

Karen Kingsbury

Sabrina by Lori Wick

Adam by Ted Dekker (Pre release)

#1 Hart's Crossing Series - Legacy Lane

#2 Hart's Crossing Series - Veterans Way by Robin Lee
Hatcher

Submitted by: Bettie Callaway

The Romans continued from page 1
After the Resurrection, Jesus’ friend, Peter, érpld God's
message to all of Christ's enemies with these holii
certain words: “This Jesus, you crucified and kille. But
God raised him up, having loosed the pangs of death
because it was not possible for him to be held.by This
Jesus God raised up, and of that we are all wigsess
Therefore know assuredly that God has made him lbatth
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified” (Actd3224;
32, 36). That is what Easter is all about. All peaio the
living Lord!
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RVCC Choir presents:

Eyes of faith;
Seeing and Believing the Messiah

Sunday, March 23
During both worship services

Little Children’s Choir Presents:
The Easter Song

Desperately needed; someone to head the prayer
chain ministry. If you are a person who believes in the
power of prayer and are looking for a ministry please
call Gail Snow @ 582-0485 (home) or 621-3335 (cell)
or the church office @ 582-0737. This position needs
to be filled as soon as possible.

Our classes will be
discussing what the Bible
has to say about giving,
serving, and missions
during the next quarter.
The missionaries we will
be focusing on are Ron
& Tasha Davis. They are
currently serving in Chihuahua, Mexico. We want to
encourage the children to bring in money to help
support them. We will have a chart in the Sunday
school rooms to monitor how much our classes give
during the next three months. We thank you in
advance for your help in instilling these Christian
values in your children.

Young Disciples Leaders,
Keith & Christy Willard

Good Friday Service will
be held at RVCC at 7pm
on March 21%,

A community wide
Easter Sunrise
Service will be held
at Rogue River
Assembly of God at
270 W. Evans Creek
Rd. The service
begins at 7:00 a.m.

Easter Services will be
during RVCC's regular
worship times.

RVCC would like to thank Keith and Christy Willard
for their dedication to the children of RVCC by
volunteering to be the Young Disciples Leaders
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