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A Word From Pastor Bill

  Summer is moving quickly and the days are getting hotter. It might be a good time to move indoors, set the temperature on the A/C, and settle into an easy chair for a good read. Whether you choose to cool off indoors with the A/C or under the shade of a tree, or on a float in the pool or river, I have a wonderful book for you to read. The book is entitled A Lifetime of Wisdom: Filled with God’s Priceless Rubies, by Joni Eareckson Tada. It chronicles the wisdom, those priceless rubies, which she has gathered along the way since she became a paraplegic some forty years ago. It is her story, but it is equally ours as well. She raises the question, “Ok, so now what, how do I live for you in my present condition?” and she answers it in a very compelling and tearfully challenging manner, and easy read. I heartily encourage you to read it and gain some ‘wisdom-rubies’ for yourself. A brief teaser: 

“It’s not what I lost. It’s what I’ve found. I was only seventeen, just a girl, when God asked me for 

everything I had…my health, my hopes, my independence, my dreams my freedom, and my mobility. 

He took it all. I was so angry with Him that I tried to push Him away…Was it a fair exchange, 

my freedom and no wheelchair for the rubies of wisdom I’ve been given? Absolutely!” 

If you missed the all church picnic on July 18th you missed a great time of fellowship, fun, and food. We promise to repeat this next year. 

Continued on page 2
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All Ladies are invited!

Coffee Break Bible Study is having its 10th annual Picnic in the Park
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New this year is our first annual

SEED SPITTING CONTEST.

Also your RUTH study books will be available at $4.25 each. (For our Fall study)

Location:  Palmerton Park just off West Evans Creek in Rogue River.

Date:  Thurs. August 20th.

Time:  11am till 1pm 

Plenty of tables are available.

Bring a sack lunch & drink, children, relative or friend.  Leaders will bring a dessert.

 

Questions?   Call Ginny at 582-4319

In case of rain, (you never know) meet at Rogue Valley Community church.
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A Church Garden
First, plant five rows of peas: 
Presence 
Promptness 
Preparation 
Purity 
Perseverance. 

Next to these, plant three rows of squash: 
Squash gossip. 
Squash criticism. 
Squash indifference. 

No garden is complete without turnips: 
Turn up for meetings. 
Turn up with a smile. 
Turn up with new ideas. 
Turn up with determination to make everything count for something good and worthwhile.
Continued from page 1 Pastor Bill

I would like to change gears and let you know what is on the horizon at RVCC so that you can now begin to plan and set the dates on your calendars. 
· September 5-7 – The Great Escape Weekend at Fir Point – if you enjoyed the picnic – then you will enjoy this weekend

· September 20 – Revolutionary Parenting Class begins – if you are a parent you will not want to miss out on this interactive class

· September 20 – Youth Group Resumes – Great teaching, activities, and fun

· September 20 – Post High School/College-career group begins – get in on the beginning of something new

· September 21 – Small Groups – Community Home Groups – kick off – watch bulletin for sign-up opportunities – meet with friends, be encouraged and grow together in the Word

Oh yes, don’t forget to come to the Connection Café for an iced coffee, a smoothie, or a traditional cup of java and a pastry before and/or between services. Make a friend, get caught up with friends, or simply enjoy the RVCC family. 

Pastor Bill 
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To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you. This is hard. It is perhaps not so hard to forgive a single injury. But to forgive the incessant provocations of daily life - to keep on forgiving the bossy mother-in-law, the bullying husband, the nagging wife, the selfish daughter, the deceitful son - how can we do it? Only, I think, by remembering where we stand, by meaning our words when we say in our prayers each night, "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us." We are offered forgiveness on no other terms. To refuse it means to refuse God's mercy for ourselves. There is no hint of exceptions and God means what He says. 

-C.S. Lewis
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Coffee Break
Small Groups



Lord Jesus, we pray that you will somehow give us ears to hear, hearts to love and wills devoted to serve; that in the days to come this congregation may be known not for our glory but for thine alone - a congregation of people who know you; that this place may be an oasis, a place where people come to find out about you, where lives are straightened out and made whole, where people find the peace that passes understanding. 

Give us, we pray, a heart to desire these things above all else. We pray through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Money Management

Many schoolchildren today aren't learning how to manage money. Maybe that's why more and more churches are now teaching courses about handling finances. Several Bible-based studies teach families how to beat debt, build wealth and give wisely. 

Until recently, the average American family saved only one percent of its income. That's now close to three percent, but it still isn't nearly enough to bring financial security to most families. 

Remember, money in itself isn't evil. It's the love of money that can do us in (see 1 Timothy 6:10). We need to know how to manage money well.
Change keeps occurring throughout all of life. 
Sometimes it brings joy, and sometimes it brings strife. 
Change what you should; but you still have a voice-  
How you accept every change is your choice. 


-Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems
The Sound of Aging
It wouldn’t be funny if it weren’t so true … Julie Andrews recently turned 69 and to commemorate her birthday she made a special appearance at Manhattan’s Radio City Music Hall for the benefit of AARP.  One of the musical numbers she performed was “My Favorite Things” from the legendary movie “The Sound of Music.”

Here are the actual lyrics she used:
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Maalox and nose drops and needles for knitting,        Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,                 Bundles of magazines tied up                              in strings,                                                        These are a few of my favorite things.                                         Cadillac’s and cataracts , and hearing aids and glasses,                                         [image: image13.png]


       Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,     Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,          These are a few of my favorite things …  When the pipes leak, when the bones creak, when the knees go bad, I simply remember my favorite things, and then I don’t feel so bad.                                                          Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,                                                                No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions, Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,           These are a few of my favorite things.                                      Back pains, confused brains and no need for sinnin’,         Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin’,                                                 and we won’t mention our short shrunken frames, When we remember our favorite things… When the joints ache, when the hips break, when the eyes grow dim, then I remember the great life I’ve had, and then I don’t feel so bad.
Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the crowd that lasted over four minutes with repeated encores!

[image: image2.png]The Bible is the perfect guidebook for living God-pleasing lives.
Deuteronomy 6:6-8 (NIV) tells us how to remember the Scriptures.
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Gail Snow
I receive many devotions by e-mail and once in awhile I get one that touches my heart and I feel compelled to share it. Hope you enjoy this one.

Theodicy


At one point or another in any apologist’s ministry, he or she will be faced with three pressing questions: Is there a God? Does God care about me? If yes, then why does God allow suffering?

For many, finding the answers are intellectual pursuits necessary for constructing a sound apologetic. For others, however, the questions come from the deepest places of the heart. They come because of personal experience with suffering of one form or another. When the fervent prayers of righteous men and women do not prevent the cancer from spreading, or the child from dying, or the plane from crashing, or the marriage from failing, the questions come like water bursting through the dam. Is God really there? Does God even care? If God cares about me, then why doesn’t God do something about the pain?

Unfortunately, these questions are not unique to apologists in our generation. They have been asked for millennia. The technical term for the problem of suffering is called theodicy. Theodicy is a word invented in the seventeenth century by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, one of the great intellectual thinkers of the Enlightenment period. (1) Theodicy attempts to explain how and why there can be suffering in the world if God is all-powerful and loving. 

Yet behind the intellectual wrangling over this problem, the experience of suffering in light of both the goodness and power of God has caused many to doubt God, and others to walk away from faith altogether. If God does not prevent suffering, and if God does not care about the sufferer, then God does not exist in any meaningful way.

In Mark’s gospel, a simple story about a boat caught in a terrible storm provides an altogether different kind of theodicy. When evening had come, Jesus and his disciples got into a boat, most likely on the Sea of Galilee, in order to “go over to the other side” (Mark 4:35-41). In the course of their travel, a fierce storm arose suddenly and violently. It was so intense that the waves were not only breaking over the boat, but the boat was filling with water and on the verge of sinking. Jesus, asleep in the stern of the boat, Mark tells us, was resting soundly when the disciples roused him with their fearful, first question: “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus doesn’t answer their question, but instead answers the wind and the waves, “Peace, be still.” His exhortation to the natural elements of wind and water was nevertheless intended for the disciples as well, for he returns their question with a second question: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” To which the disciples reply to one another with the ultimate question, “Who then is this, that even wind and sea obey him?”

For some reason, we think that because Jesus is in the boat with us, suffering will not come our way. But suffering does come, the wind roars around us and the sky turns black, and the storm of all storms appears to envelop us in darkness and terror. “Jesus, don’t you care that we are perishing” becomes an incredulous statement because we think that perhaps as Christians we should be immune from the troubles of life. But Jesus’ answer reminds us that faith does not insulate us from life’s storms. Indeed, as Craig Barnes has written, “Faith...has little to do with our doctrines or even with our belief that Jesus could come up with a miracle if he would only pay attention. Faith has everything to do with seeing that we have the Savior on board.” 

In the midst of our questions about suffering, there is Jesus in the storm of doubt, in the tempest of despair, in the gale of defeat, resting calmly in the assurance of God’s care in the storm. His presence with the disciples in the storm gives us a more poignantly provocative theodicy: Jesus is neither removed from suffering, nor does he always prevent suffering. We then, like the disciples, must answer the most important question: “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
And like the disciples, we too can be filled with awe and wonder at the God “of all creation who does not explain everything and is mysterious—too mysterious to fit our formulas for better living...and who brings mystery into our lives because we do not know how God will intervene.”(3) 

Margaret Manning is a member of the speaking and writing team at Ravi Zacharias International Ministries in Seattle, Washington. 

Copyright (c) 2009 Ravi Zacharias International Ministries 
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