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THE VEIL AND THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
Exodus 26:31-33; 25:10-22
1a GOD RESTRICTS ISRAEL’S ACCESS TO HIM, Ex 26:31-33


1b A veil is to be made, vv31-32.



1c Woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, along with embroidered designs of cherubim, see Genesis 3:24; Ezekiel 1, 10.



2c Hung on four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold.



3c The veil was a solid curtain, 15’ x 15’.



4c The veil covered the ark when the tabernacle was moved, Num 4:5-6.


2b The veil separates Israel from the presence of God.



1c The veil separates the holy place from the holy of holies, v33, 



2c The holy of holies is where God resides among His people, in the form of the pillar of  cloud and fire.



3c Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest was allowed to pass through the veil and enter the holy of holies, see Leviticus 16, especially vv2-3a, 29.

POINT OF IMPACT: Jesus has removed all barriers between God and us, Hebrews 9:8; 10:19-20; Matthew 27:50-51.

CONSIDER THIS: In spite of the barrier created by God’s holiness and Israel’s sin God is committed to dwelling among His people. 

2a GOD WILL DWELL AMONG HIS PEOPLE, Ex 25:10-22.

MAIN TRUTH: God wants to dwell among His people so He provides a holy place where He can.

1b An ark is to be made, vv10-16.



1c Measurements: 45” x 27” x 27”.



2c Made of acacia wood overlaid with pure gold, inside and out.



3c Contents: 




* The stone tablets with the 10 commandments on them (v16).




* A golden jar of manna (16:32-33; compare Hebrews 9:4).




* Aaron’s rod (Numbers 17:10).


2b A mercy seat is to be made, vv17-22, see Romans 5:8-11.



1c Measurements: 45” x 27”.



2c Made of pure gold.



3c A cherub on each end.




* Of one piece with the mercy seat.




* Facing each other they cover the mercy seat with their wings.




* Here God will meet with Moses to give further instructions to Israel, v22.



4c On the Day of Atonement the High Priest applied the blood of the sacrifice to the mercy seat, Lev 16.
POINT OF IMPACT: Jesus is that holy place, that holy One in whom God comes to dwell on earth.

1. Jesus is the fullness of God in human form, John 1:1, 14; Colossians 1:19; 2:9.

2. Jesus is our atoning sacrifice, 1 Corinthians 15:3b; Hebrews 1:3b; 1 John 2:2.


* His death was the once-for-all sacrifice for our sins.

3. Therefore, in Jesus all barriers between God and us have been removed.


* Through Jesus we have an eternal relationship with God.


* Through Jesus we have unrestricted, unlimited access to God.

CONSIDER THIS: What more could God do to prove that He wants a relationship with us?  He has done everything necessary to make that relationship possible.  


* Our part is to accept it – say ‘Yes’ to Jesus.  And then live out the wonder and reality of that relationship.

