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EQUIPPED TO SERVE
Exodus 31:1-18
MAJOR POINT: God allows His people to have a part in the accomplishment of His purposes.
1a GOD CALLS AND EQUIPS PEOPLE TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES, VV1-5


1b He calls them by name, vv1-2.


2b He equips them to serve Him, vv3-5.

2a GOD CALLS PEOPLE TOGETHER TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES, VV6-11


1b He brings in others to help, v6a; see 36:1-2; compare chapter 35 and 36:5-7.


2b He equips them so that together they can accomplish His purposes, vv6b-11; compare 38:23.

The point: Through the ministry of these who are called and equipped by God the tabernacle will be constructed, the priestly garments made, and God will dwell among His people Israel, see chs 35-40.

Connecting Point: All who have trusted in Jesus as Savior and Lord are called and equipped to help Him accomplish His purposes.

Q, What is Jesus’ great purpose today?
1. Jesus’ purpose is to build His church, Mt 16:18.

Q, How does Jesus go about building His church?

2. Jesus calls and equips His followers to help Him build His church.


a. Acts 1:8 – He calls us and equips us.


b. 1 Cor 12 – He equips us with spiritual gifts.



* All believers are gifted by the Spirit for service, vv7a, 11.



* We are gifted for the good of the church, v7b.


c. Eph 4:11-16 – He equips us to serve together.



* Jesus provides leadership in the church to equip us, vv11-12a.



* We are equipped to work together to help Jesus’ church grow, vv12b-16.

* Rick Warren in The Purpose Driven Life uses the acronym SHAPE to describe how God has equipped each of us to serve Him, to help Him build His Church.


S – spiritual gifts


H – heart


A – abilities 


P – personality 


E – experience  
POINT OF IMPACT: 

1. Are you a follower of Jesus?  Have you trusted in Him as your Savior and Lord?  

2. Are you using your ‘shape’ to help Jesus build His church?

