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PRONE TO WANDER
Exodus 32:1-14
1a GOD’S PEOPLE ARE PRONE TO WANDER, VV1-6

* See 1 Corinthians 10:6-7, 11.


1b Israel wants more than God is giving them, v1.


1c They’re not satisfied with God.

Q, What has God done for Israel?




* He delivered them from slavery in Egypt.




* He leads them by the pillar of cloud and fire.




* He provides manna for them daily.




* He has given them the Ten Commandments plus the book of the covenant.




* He is displaying His presence on Mt. Sinai.



2c They demand a substitute god, see 24:3, 7.


2b Aaron gives Israel a substitute god, vv2-4a.


1c He tells them to tear off their earrings.



2c From their gold he fashions a calf.


3b Israel celebrates their substitute god, vv4b-6.



1c They declare the calf to be their god and deliverer, v4b.



2c Aaron builds an altar and proclaims a feast to Yahweh, v5.



3c The people worship this substitute god, v6.

CONNECTING POINT: Like Israel, we are prone to wander away from God.  True?

1) Don’t we sometimes want more than God gives us in Christ?

Q, What has God given us in Christ?


* In Christ God gives us eternity with Him.


* In Christ God gives us all we need to live for Him now.


* In Christ God gives us value, purpose, meaning.


* In Christ God gives us His love both now and forever.

2) When we are dissatisfied with God don’t we turn to substitute gods, e.g. love/sex; money/possessions; power/success?


* The love of others becomes more important than God’s love for us.


* The life the world offers us becomes more important than the life God offers us.


* What others think of us becomes more important than what God thinks of us.


* Worldly success becomes more important than hearing from God, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

- John Newton: “I find that to keep my eye simply on Christ, as my peace and my life, is by far the hardest part of my calling…”  Compare Paul’s goal as stated in Philippians 3:10a.

2a GOD GETS ANGRY WHEN HIS PEOPLE WANDER, vv7-14


1b God threatens to destroy Israel, vv7-10, see Romans 1:22-24.



1c He renounces Israel as His people, v7.



2c He knows what Israel has done, v8.



3c He proposes to destroy Israel and make a nation of Moses, vv9-10.


2b Moses pleads with God on Israel’s behalf, vv11-13.



1c These are Your people. V11.



2c What will the Egyptians think?  V12.



3c Remember Your promise? V13.


3b God will not destroy Israel, v14.

THE BIG IDEA: Turning from God to follow a substitute god is our natural inclination, but it is always a really bad idea.

CONNECTING POINT: As believers we must do what 2 Peter 3:18 says: “grow in the grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

* The nearer we draw to Jesus the more He fills our vision and the less we are attracted to substitutes.

