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THE AWFUL CONSEQUENCES OF SIN
Exodus 32:15-35
1a SIN DISRUPTS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD AND HIS PEOPLE, VV15-20


1b Moses destroys the tablets, vv15-19.



1c He comes down from Sinai with two stone tablets, vv15-16, see 31:18.



2c He and Joshua hear sounds coming from the camp, vv17-18.



3c Seeing for himself what the people are doing Moses smashes the tablets, v19; compare Mark 11:15-18.


2b Moses destroys the golden calf, v20.
Connecting Point: When we believers sin our relationship with God is also disrupted.

* We should do everything we can to avoid sin.  

* When we fail we should take immediate advantage of what God has provided for us in Jesus, see 1 John 1:9; 2:1.

2a SIN BREEDS SIN, vv21-24


1b Aaron is responsible for Israel’s sin, v21.

Connecting Point: Our sin can easily lead others to sin, e.g. our children are more likely to do what we do than what we say.

* People who know we are followers of Jesus are watching us to see exactly what that means for us.

2b Aaron pleads innocence, vv22-24; see Genesis 3:12.



1c These people are prone to evil, vv22.



2c They asked me to make a god for them, v23.



3c I took their gold, threw it into the fire, and out came this calf – a miracle, v24; compare Deuteronomy 9:20.

Connecting Point: When God convicts us of sin it’s best just to admit it rather than trying to convince Him otherwise.
3a SIN BRINGS GOD’S JUDGMENT, VV25-35


1b God uses the sons of Levi to carry out His judgment, vv25-29.


1c The Levites side with the Lord and Moses, vv25-26; compare Matthew 10:37.



2c The Levites become instruments of God’s judgment, vv27-28; compare Acts 5:1-11.
Connecting Point: It we don’t learn this lesson we will play around with sin until it destroys us, see 1 Corinthians 5:5.


3c God will bless the Levites for their stand for Him, v29.
Connecting Point: Whatever it might cost us to stand for the Lord, we can be sure He will bless us for it, see Joshua 24:15; compare John 13:17.

2b Moses proposes to take God’s judgment upon himself, vv30-32.



1c He confronts the people with their sin, v30.



2c He suggests that God punish him instead of Israel, vv31-32; see Philippians 4:3; several passages in Revelation.


2b God will judge those who have sinned, vv33-35.


1c Each one who has sinned will be punished, v33.



2c God will not abandon His people Israel, but He will punish them for their sin, vv34-35.

The Big Idea: Sin is incredibly destructive and needs to be avoided by God’s people at all costs.

Connecting Point: 

1. If we are not yet followers of Jesus we must understand that our sin will be judged, either in Jesus or in us.
2. We who are followers of Jesus need to understand that sin must have no place in our lives.


* We need to be quick to say no to sin and yes to obedience.


* When we fail we need to be quick to confess and get back on track.


* We need to remember that people are watching us.
