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GETTING BACK ON TRACK WITH GOD
Exodus 34:1-26
INTRODUCTION


How does a person get back on track with God when they’ve turned away from Him?  What does it take to restore a fractured relationship with the Creator?  Can it even be done?  That’s what the sons of Israel are learning in Ex 33-34.  What will it take for Israel to get back on track with God?

1a A FRESH UNDERSTANDING OF GOD, VV1-9


1b God invites Moses back up Mt. Sinai, vv1-4.

Connecting Point: God is ready to restore our relationship with Him when we come to Him in confession, see 1 John 1:9.

2b God reveals Himself anew to Moses, vv5-7.



1c He is a God of mercy and forgiveness.

Connecting Point: We are grateful that God is as He describes Himself here.  Otherwise we would be undone by our sin.



2c He is a God of judgment.


3b Moses asks God to restore His relationship with Israel, vv8-9.

2a A FRESH COMMITMENT TO GOD’S WILL, vv10-26


1b God promises to do great things for His people, v10.



1c He will drive out the inhabitants of the promised land and give that land to His people Israel.



2c This way all will know that He is God, cf 33:16.


2b God’s people are to obey His commands, v11.


3b God’s people are not to worship other gods, vv12-17.



1c In the land they will be enticed by the gods of other nations.  

Connecting Point: We must understand that the false gods of our culture – power, possessions, popularity, etc. – can easily turn us away from the one true God.



2c God is a jealous God, “jealous for His own,” v14.



3c God likens the worship of false gods to prostitution, vv15-16.


4b God’s people are to worship Him according to His instructions, vv18-26.


1c Observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, v18.

Connecting Point: So we regularly celebrate Communion lest we forget.



2c Dedicate their firstborn males to God, vv19-20.



3c Rest on the seventh day of each week, v21.



4c Celebrate all the Feasts God commands, vv22-24.



5c Obey His instructions concerning sacrifices, v25.



6c Give God the first fruits of their harvest, v26a.

Connecting Point: Regular giving shows we understand that everything we have comes from God, our Provider.


7c Do not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk, v26b.

Connecting Point: In John 4:24 Jesus tells us how to worship God.
* In spirit – worship is a matter of the heart more than the place.

* In truth – consistent with God’s self-revelation in His Word (John 17:17) and His Son Jesus (John 14:6, 9).

THE BIG IDEA: A serious breech in the relationship between God and His people takes a serious commitment from God’s people to make it right.

MAIN CONNECTING POINT: When we’ve had a serious breech in our relationship with God we need to:
1. Commit ourselves to a fresh understanding of who He is.


* We do this through the study of His Word and connection with His people.

2. Commit ourselves to obey Him.


* We are to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only.

3. Like the father of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), God is waiting with open arms for His prodigal children to return to Him.

