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THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD
Exodus 33:1-23
1a SIN ROBS GOD’S PEOPLE OF GOD’S PERSONAL PRESENCE, VV1-11


1b God promises not abandon His people, vv1-2.

Connecting Point: Our confidence as believers in our continuing relationship with God rests in His faithfulness to His word.

* He says whoever calls on His name will be saved, Romans 10:13; John 3:16.

* Though we should seek to obey Him, to walk in His ways, it is His promises, not our obedience, that assure us of an eternal relationship with Him.

2b God threatens not to go with His people, v3.


3b God’s people repent, vv4-6.


1c They are saddened by God’s threat, v4.



2c God tells them what they must do and they do it, vv5-6.


4b God relents – He will stay with His people, vv7-11.



1c A tent of meeting is set up, vv7-8.



2c God meets with Moses at this tent, v9, 11.



3c Realizing God has not abandoned them, His people worship Him, v10.

Connecting Point: Worship is always the right response when the enjoyment of our relationship with God has been restored.

2a GOD’S PEOPLE NEED GOD’S PRESENCE, vv12-23


1b Moses has some requests for the Lord, see Hebrews 10:19-20.


2b Request – may I find favor with You, vv12-13.


1c You tell me to lead but I need Your help, v12a.

Connecting Point: Apart from the Lord’s work in us we cannot fulfill His plans for us, see John 15:5.



2c You tell me we have a good relationship – let’s keep it that way, vv12b-13.


3b God agrees to Moses’ request, v14.

Connecting Point: As followers of Jesus we have the promise of God’s constant presence in our lives, see Hebrews 13:5b.

4b Request – if You don’t go with us don’t lead us up from here, vv15-16.



* How will we be known as Your people unless You are with us?

The big idea: god’s people need God’s presence both to be and to be known as God’s people.

Connecting Point: If we are to be known as followers of Jesus then Jesus must be visibly at work in us.

* He works in us as we study and obey His Word, as we confess our sins, as we worship and serve Him together and individually.

* In this way people see that we really belong to Jesus and perhaps will be drawn to Him, e.g. see 1 Peter 3:1-4.

5b God agrees to Moses’ request, v17.


6b Request – show me Your glory, v18.

Connecting Point: There’s always more of God to know and experience.  Our goal should be to be constantly growing in our relationship to the Lord, see 2 Peter 3:18.


7b God agrees to Moses’ request, vv19-23.


1c He will display His glory to Moses, v19 – His goodness, grace and compassion.

Connecting Point: It is God’s grace that enables us to have a relationship with Him through faith in Jesus Christ, see Ephesians 2:8-9.



2c The display of God’s glory will be limited, vv20-23.

Connecting Point: In Jesus God has displayed His glory in a form we can identify with – our own humanity, see John 1:1, 14.

The big idea: god’s people need God’s presence to be and to be known as God’s people.

THE BIG ConnectiON: 

1. Through faith in Jesus we have the promise of God’s presence in our lives.


* It’s that presence that lets people know we belong to Jesus.

2. At communion it’s good to evaluate our walk with Jesus.


* Confess what needs to be confessed, see 1 John 1:9.


* Ask God for more of Him in our lives both individually and as a church family.
