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A TIME AND PLACE TO WORSHIP GOD
Exodus 35:1-36:7
THE BIG IDEA: God’s people need a regular time and a specific place to worship Him.

1a GOD’S PEOPLE NEED A REGULAR TIME FOR WORSHIP 


1b God tells Israel to set aside the seventh day of the week to rest and worship Him, 35:1-3; see 16:22-26; 20:8-11; 31:12-17; 34:21.  

QUESTION: Why did God command Israel to keep the Sabbath?

1. The Sabbath was a sign of the covenant between God and the nation of Israel, see 31:13, 17.

2. God chose the Sabbath because on the seventh day He rested from His creative works, 31:17.

3. God deserves His people’s attention at least one day a week.

4. God’s people need to focus on Him at least one day a week.


2b Believers need to have a regular time for worship.

Connecting Point: Because the church is not a nation, as was Israel, and because we are not under the Law, we have some freedom here.  But we still need to a regular time to worship.



1c The first believers met daily, Acts 2:46.

Connecting Point: It’s spiritually beneficial to meet together at times other than Sunday, e.g. small groups, Wed. night worship, Sisters, Coffee-break.


2c Sunday soon became the regular day of worship for the church, see Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2.

QUESTION: Why did Sunday become the regular day of worship for the followers of Jesus?

1. Sunday commemorates Jesus’ resurrection.

2.  So, through the centuries most of the church has continued worshiping on Sundays.

Connecting Point: In the U.S. 25% of the work force is not available for worship on Sunday so many churches have services on other days.  The main thing is to have regular times to worship God – He deserves it and we need it.

2a GOD’S PEOPLE NEED A SPECIFIC PLACE FOR WORSHIP 


1b God tells Israel to build a place for worship, 35:4-36:7.



1c Materials are needed, 35:4-9, see v5.



2c Skilled people are needed, 35:10-19, see v10.



3c The people contribute what is needed, 35:20-29, see vv20-22a.



4c God equips His people to do the work needed, 35:30-36:1.



5c The people give more than is needed, 36:2-7.



6cThrough their tithes Israel continued to support the tabernacle and the ministry of the priests, Num 18:21-24.


2b Believers need to have a regular place for worship and ministry.



1c Early believers met in various places. 




* In the temple (Acts 2:46; 5:12)




* In homes (Acts 2:46; 12:12; Romans 16:3-5; Philemon 1-2)




* In rented facilities (Acts 19:9)




* Eventually believers saw the need of having a building set aside for worship.

The Point: From the beginning believers have recognized the need of a place to gather to worship God and minister to one another.



2c RVCC needs to maintain its regular place of worship and ministry.

Connecting Point: These facilities in which we meet are important because they unite us as a church family in worship and ministry.

1. RVCC is committed to growing in the area of small groups so we can better meet one another’s needs.

2. However, it is here that we come together to connect with God and one another through joint worship and mutual ministry.

3. As the Israelites were responsible to build and maintain the tabernacle and the ministry that took place there, so we who meet here as part of God’s family are responsible to provide for the facilities and the ministries that take place here and from here out into the world.


* We fulfill this responsibility with our finances, supporting the annual budget which provides for the upkeep of both our facilities and our ministries.


* We also fulfill this responsibility by using our God-given gifts and abilities to support and further the ministries God has directed us to.

