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THE BIBLE – THE FOUNDATION OF OUR FAITH

2 Timothy 3:14-17

THE BIG IDEA: The Bible is the one true authority for knowing God and having a relationship with Him.  

1a THE BIBLE IS GOD’S MESSAGE TO MANKIND

1b It claims to be inspired by God, v16a.



1c "Inspired" means God-breathed, see 2 Peter 1:21.



2c OT prophets declared, "Thus says the Lord," or "The word of the Lord came to me."
Connecting Point: If this Book is what it claims to be we must study it and we must obey it, see Revelation 1:3.

2b The Bible’s claim is valid.


1c So says Jesus, see Matthew 5:18; 24:35.


2c So says fulfilled prophecy, compare, e.g. Isaiah 44:28 with Ezra 1.


3c So says archaeology.
The Point: The Bible claims to be God’s Word to mankind and that claim is well supported, making it worthy of our trust.
2a THE BIBLE TELLS US HOW TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD

1b It tells us what God is like. 


1c Nothing is more important than knowing our Creator, Jeremiah 9:23-24; John 17:3.


2c The Bible gives a full and accurate understanding of our Creator, see Romans 1:19-20; 2:14-15; compare Psalm 19.

Connecting Point: We all have wrong ideas about God to some degree.  So we need to study the Bible to find out the truth, what God is really like.  Only then can we relate to Him properly.

2b It tells us how to have a relationship with God, 2 Timothy 3:15.


1c The Bible is essentially a handbook of salvation (Stott).


2c Salvation is obtained only through faith in Jesus Christ, see John 14:6; Acts 4:12.

3b It tells us how to live for God, vv16-17.


1c It shapes our belief system, v16b.
Connecting Point: The Bible give us a belief system that is true because it teaches us what is true and reproves what is false. 


2c It shapes our behavior, v16c.
Connecting Point: The Bible teaches us how to live, correcting wrong behavior and training us in right behavior.


3c It equips us to have a fruitful life with and for God, v17.
Connecting Point: We maximize our potential for God by knowing this book and doing what it says, see Joshua 1:8.
THE BIG IDEA: The Bible is the one true authority for knowing God and having a relationship with Him.
Point Of Impact:
1. As a church family we will, without apology, continue to look to the Bible as our sole authority for knowing God and correctly relating to and living for Him, see 2 Timothy 4:1-4.
2. As individuals we must commit ourselves to a daily intake of the Word of God.
