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BEHOLD YOUR GOD

Jeremiah 9:23-24

The Big Idea: It is only as we understand God as He really is that we will be able to relate to Him as we should.

1a DOES GOD EXIST?



1b A worldwide belief in deity argues for God’s existence.


2b Various arguments support the existence of God.


1c Cause and effect – every effect has a cause.


2c Design and order – the universe has design and order; who's the Designer?


3c The distinctive nature of humans – who or what makes humans different than animals?


4c Morals – what’s the origin of concepts like good and bad, right and wrong?


5c Congruity – the theory that best explains the related facts is probably the true one.


3b The Bible witnesses to the existence of God.



1c For the most part the Bible simply assumes God’s existence, see Genesis 1:1; compare Psalm 14:1.



2c The Bible does give arguments for God's existence, Psalm 19:1; Acts 14:16-17; Romans 1:20; Ecclesiastes 3:11.

Connecting Point: The Bible considers evidence for God's existence so strong that Psalm 14:1 declares a fool any who deny it, while Hebrews 11:6 says belief in it is the first step in pleasing God.

2a WHAT IS GOD LIKE?


1b God’s being, essence, nature.


1c God is spirit, John 4:24; see Colossians 1:15; Luke 24:39.

Connecting Point: Though He is spirit, God is a Person we can know and love, not some impersonal force (e.g. Star Wars) to use for our own purposes!



2c God is self-existent – He depends on no one else for His existence, see John 5:26.

Connecting Point: God doesn't need us, but He loves us and wants a relationship with us anyway.



3c God is infinite and eternal, see Isaiah 66:1; Psalm 90:2.

Connecting Point: As God’s children we are never abandoned because God is always with us, see Psalm 139:7-10; Hebrews 13:5.



4c God is triune, Matthew 28:19; compare Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 44:6.
Connecting Point: These concepts may confound us because they are beyond our experience, but they are part of what makes God, God.


2b God’s attributes, characteristics.



1c Omniscience – He knows all realities and all possibilities perfectly and eternally, Psalm 139:1-4.

Connecting Point: This is a comfort to those who trust in Him, a warning to those who try to hide their sin.




2c Omnipresence – He is everywhere at all times, Psalm 139:7-12.

Connecting Point: Believer, God is always with you; unbeliever, you cannot hide from God, no matter how hard you try.




3c Omnipotence – He is the Almighty, able to do whatever He wants.

Connecting Point: If God is for us who can stand against us, Romans 8:31?




4c Immutability – He never changes, Revelation 4:8; Hebrews 13:8.

Connecting Point: Because God is unchanging, we can study the Bible and apply its truths to our lives today.




5c Holiness – perhaps the most significant attribute, Isaiah 6:3.

Definition: Holiness is freedom from evil and sin plus a positive righteousness.



6c Righteous and just – holiness in action, Jeremiah 9:24; see Genesis 18:25.



7c Goodness – God is loving, kind, merciful, gracious, see 1 John 4:8; Romans 2:4.

Connecting Point: As God’s children we are to be imitators of our heavenly Father.  Like Him, we are to be holy, just and good in our lives personally and in all our dealings with others.



8c True – everything about God conforms perfectly to reality, Romans 3:4; John 17:3.

Connecting Point: What God says is true; what He promises He will do.  We need never doubt or wonder when God has spoken.

Point Of Impact:  This is the true God!  What will we do with Him?
1. The wise bow before Him, loving and serving Him as God and King.

2. The foolish ignore Him to their own detriment.

