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  Coffee Break will meet
Again in September

      We ended with a Hawaiian dress theme and an annual salad bar luncheon. One of our ladies, Carol Hays shared 

            her Hawaiian shirt story. Her husband Cecil was returning from Korea and at a stop over in Hawaii, he purchased it.  That was fifty five years ago. It is raw silk and still looks almost new. 

Candy Snider sang the" Doxology" in Hawaiian. She had attended a church in the Islands, and it was printed on their bulletin.

There was lots of laughter echoing down the hall as we viewed a DVD of Liz Curtis Higgs speaking on Grace. There were many solemn moments too as she spoke of God's everlasting love for us and shared her own personal story. If you want to learn more about her speaking ministry, Bad Girls of the Bible series, DVD's books etc., Google her name.  You will be glad you did.

 

Our annual summer picnic will be in August, as usual, and as it gets closer to the date, everyone will be notified.

 
Blessings, Ginny deFreitas
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This season’s last Club 3:16 is June 5th. There will be a luau/beach party.  Don’t miss out on all the fun. After the summer break, Club 3:16 will resume on October 2nd. 
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A Houston newspaper asked readers to send in thoughts about their fathers. Letters flooded in, and what people wrote about their fathers is most inspiring. 

A few comments: 

• Dad was always there for me. He sacrificed to make sure that we had what we needed. 

• When disappointment came my way, Dad said, “Son, real life ain’t about getting what you want but more about doing something with what you get.” 

• My dad was disabled, but he worked hard to make sure we children had a good education and lived moral lives. He would say, “I want you to succeed more than I did.” 

• My dad wanted us to be Christians and took us regularly to church. 

What would you write about your father?
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
 Friday June 12th. Bring your family, friends and neighbors out for a good old-fashioned evening of fun and games. Check your bulletin for further details. Questions??  Call Stephanie Stirm @ 582-0487.
RVCC Upcoming June Events
June 3 ~ Baccalaureate Service 7:00pm 
June 5 ~ Last Club 3:16 meeting of the school year
June 6 ~ High School Graduation 
June 12 ~ RVCC’s Family Movie Night
June 13 ~ HS Ministry Team Car Wash Fundraiser
June 14 ~ HS Ministry Team Fundraiser Luncheon
June 16 ~ Lamplighters & Galileans Lost Creek Lake                        Trip
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RVCC Lamplighters

Lighting the way for each other in our church and

 in our community.
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven”  Matthew 5:16
Food! Fellowship! Fun! Does it get any better than that this side of heaven? 

It does when one of your church elders shares his knowledge & expertise…

At the most recent Lamplighters meeting, our guest speaker was none other than Randy Furtado of Furtados Landscape Inc. Randy introduced himself with a history of his career, gave a lesson on the different types of landscaping designs, and shared valuable knowledge about our particular area.  He patiently answered dozens of questions from basic excavating to advanced gardening. What a blessing! The blessings continued afterwards when some Lamplighters connected anew based on a mutual interest in all things gardening & landscaping, and as we considered what other resources, talents and skills existed in our church family. Let us know if you also are willing to share your expertise with us as a guest speaker; you will be blessed!

Lamplighter Of The Month is Theresa Rabitoy! Theresa is an active participant at Rogue Valley Community Church. Her hobbies are prayer and reading. Her faithful sweet spirit ministers to others in our small group, and she is a blessing in Coffee Break Bible Study and at Lamplighters. Theresa has two grown children, a son and daughter, a son in law and a granddaughter, Shannon, 5. She praises God that both her son in law who almost lost his job and her daughter who hadn’t worked for a long time, are both working. She also praises God for sending his son Jesus Christ. Theresa was saved when she was 8 years old at Sunday School. Thank you Theresa for being a part of our family!

We meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month. If you are a single adult, you are uniquely qualified & are asked to join the Lamplighters. 
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Holocaust survivor and Jewish author Elie Wiesel made a statement we all should remember when it comes to our judgment: 
The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference. 
The opposite of art is not ugliness, it’s indifference. 
The opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s indifference. 
And the opposite of life is not death,  

it’s indifference.
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Ode to our church library-------
I love to read and am so grateful for our church library. Thank you to Bettie Callaway and Rose Stanley for their dedication to maintaining it. A few months ago, I discovered the author Terri Blackstock and thankfully, there are many of her series in the library.  It would have cost me a small fortune to purchase all of them myself.  I notice the same two names ahead of mine as I check out the books. At first, I was anxiety ridden starting her 1st book, as it moved so fast from one tragic event to the next. There were some nights I had to slap it closed, as it was too much for me to process. Terri’s books are all about God and the complexities of human thinking, behavior, and interactions with others. I love the stories as the message of grace and God's intervention and love are so present.

Again, thank you Bettie, Rose and the person ahead of me who is a fast reader too.  Ginny
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According to a survey conducted by the National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago, clergy members rank highest in job satisfaction. More than 87% of pastors report being satisfied with their jobs. Firefighters are second (80%), and physical therapists are third (78%). 

The survey collected data from more than 27,000 people for almost two decades. At the bottom of the job-satisfaction scale are roofers, waiters and gas-station attendants. 

Survey director Tom Smith admits he was surprised that pastors topped the list. “Apparently the rewards of spiritual guidance and leadership outweigh the burdens of being a religious leader,” he says. 

Job satisfaction is highest in professions that involve “caring for, teaching and protecting others, and creative pursuits,” Smith adds. Prestige and happiness aren’t necessarily linked. 

If you want to be happy in your work, seek out a career or volunteer opportunities that allow you to make a difference. Pray that God will show you ways to use your gifts to help others.
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What is a

 Christian Family?
A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one in which parents so live the Christian life, and practice the presence of God that children come to accept God as the greatest reality of life. 

A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one in which each member is accepted and respected as a person having sacred worth. 

A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one that accepts the responsibility of worship and instruction to the end of developing the spiritual life of each person. 

A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one that manifests a faith in God, observes daily prayer and grace at meals. 

A CHRISTIAN FAMILY is one that is committed to behavior in keeping with Christian ideals for family relations, community life, and national and world citizenship.
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Without God our week would be:
Sinday, Mournday, Tearsday, Wasteday, 
Thirstday, Fightday 
& Shatterday.. 
Always
God will always forgive us, 
No matter how often we ask. 
God will always empower us 
With strength for whatever the task. 
God will never forsake us, 
If we stumble or lose our way. 
God always is loving us dearly, 
In a glorious and wonderful way! 
—Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems
Why Go To Church?

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard something like - 203,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all." 

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this.. They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" When you are DOWN to nothing... God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!
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Congratulations to 

Our RVCC grads:
Jordan Loop

Natasha Saszer

Shane Wardle

Victoria Imel
Thoughts On Fathers

“Many an excellent man is tempted to forget that the best offering he can make his children is himself.”
  —Henry Neumann
Being of the male species does not make a man a father, for a dad is a special blend of hero, disciplinarian, a friend, someone to look up to, someone to model … someone with a touch of the “mother” in him, someone who is big enough to say, “The fault was mine” … someone who lives the kind of life that makes you want to say, “I, too, shall follow him!”   —Dr. Alton Kaul

The Low down on Dirt: 7 Secrets for Cultivating Your Soul 
By Rebekah Montgomery
 “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed…” Mark 4:3a–NIV

Once upon a time, “hanging basket” was a summery sounding term to me. Then I planted a few.

Time after time, as they turned from lush blooming baskets to droopy vines dangling with yellow leaves, I realized “hanging basket” was actually a pretty good description of a container used to execute plants.

I consulted my mother, whose thumb is so green she could grow linoleum. She didn’t even have to look upon my scenes of gruesome plant massacres.

“Hmmm…” she said speculatively. “It’s probably the soil. What are you using?”

“Garden soil.”

“You need to use good potting soil.”

Oh. Good soil.

In Jesus’ parable of the farmer and seed, He talked about the fruitfulness of planting seed on good soil.

But basically, however, we’re clods. So how is a heart transformed from rocky, thorny, and/or hard soil to good, receptive soil?

Here are 7 secrets for rooting out rocks and thorns, busting up hardened sin, and cultivating fruitfulness in your heart’s soil:
1. Prepare your heart by prayer. Ask God to give you a desire for and an understanding of His Word.
2. Read a lot and read a little. Read each book of the Bible from start to finish, and then go back, taking a small section at a time to get a more detailed view.
3. Dump perfectionism. You don't have to understand everything. Each time you read the Word, you'll understand more.
4. Scrapbook or journal your spiritual progress. Write down what each Bible passage says, what it means, and what it means to you. Keep track of prayer requests, too.
5. Talk about what you're reading with others. It might feel a little weird at first, but you'll remember more of what you read and you'll have some interesting conversations along the way.
6. Get accountable. Find a friend who will check on your spiritual progress. 
7. Act on what you read. Ask God to help you put into practice the truths that He is teaching you through His Word. 
© Rebekah Montgomery 2009
REPRINT BY PERMISSION
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The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an annual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 1885. BJ Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public addresses over the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'. 

On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten teacher in New York City, planned appropriate ceremonies for the children of his school, and his idea of observing Flag Day was later adopted by the State Board of Education of New York. On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag Day celebration, and on June 14 of the following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revolution, celebrated Flag Day. 

Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames of America on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all others in authority and all private citizens to display the Flag on June 14th. Leach went on to recommend that thereafter the day be known as 'Flag Day', and on that day, school children be assembled for appropriate exercises, with each child being given a small Flag. 

Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent of Public Schools of Philadelphia, directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Independence Square. School children were assembled, each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic songs were sung and addresses delivered. 

In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving spirits, the Illinois organization, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the holding of Flag Day exercises. On June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the first general public 
Continued on page 5
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Fathers do amazing things for their families, but the greatest
gift our dads can share with us is their faith in God.
Complete this puzzle to read Isaiah’s advice to fathers.

Directions: Working left to right, first write down all the 1’s in
the word blanks. Continue with the 2’s and finally the 3’s.

1 2 3 1
The as tell living
2 3 1 2
I their the am
3 1 2 3
children living doing about
1 2 3 1
they today your praise
2 f 3 f 1
fathers  faithfulness ©  you

-7 Tsaiah 38:19, NIV
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Continued from page 4, Flag Day

school children's celebration of Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating. 

Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in which he repeated words he said the flag had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you make me; nothing more. I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of yourself." 

Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially established by the Proclamation of President Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for years after Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 3rd, 1949, that President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year as National Flag Day. 
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Bryson and Mindy White and their four children are back in Oregon. Get to know the Whites better while they are here.  Invite them over for lunch or dinner. Bryson will be speaking at RVCC on June 21st.  Come hear what they are doing and don’t forget to ask what you can do for them, I’m sure they have many prayer requests!

Also home for three weeks are Ron and Tasha Davis and their four children. They will be staying with Ron’s parents, Jim and Ronna Davis.  Ron will be speaking at RVCC on June 7th. They have a lot of news to share about what God is doing in their ministry.  Invite them over for lunch or dinner and hear their exciting stories and what the future holds for them.

These missionaries are excited about sharing the gospel with those who haven’t yet heard.  Their enthusiasm will rub off on you as you talk with them about their ministries, their love for the Lord, their love for the people they want to reach and their love for each other and their children.  Don’t miss an opportunity to meet them!  And remember to keep them in your prayers!
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From the Editor

Gail Snow

I received this e-mail from a friend from my childhood that I recently became acquainted with again through FaceBook, a social networking site on the internet.  Not only was it wonderful to hear from him again, but to find out that he is a Christian delighted me even more.  He gave me permission to use this in the newsletter.  Here’s what Hubert had to say:
I don't claim to be a financial genius, mutual funds and portfolios isn't my forte.
I know more about nonprofits and such. My talent has to stop somewhere.

But I can tell you this: Times are tough in the financial world. If CNN, CNBC or FOX News has been plastered across your TV during the last several months that is old news to you. These difficulties we are facing, not only as a nation but throughout the entire world, will cause many to live in fear. Unemployment rates, foreclosures and claims for bankruptcy will more than likely skyrocket.

Despite those mind-boggling and disheartening thoughts, I have some good news for you.

God is still the same.
Yesterday, today and forever.

I'm fairly certain you won't hear Jim Cramer discussing God's supremacy on CNN's Mad Money. I highly doubt that Anderson Cooper will encourage you to have faith that God will continue to be your Provider. I'm going out on a limb here but I'm going to guess that Suze Orman won't give you “the when God closes a door, He opens a window speech.” While these individuals are very intelligent, helpful and oftentimes entertaining, their information is not going to be what you need to rely on. God's Word is.

You see, I read somewhere that God makes sure that the birds have everything they need. That being said, there is no need to fear for we will have what we need. All He asks of us is to place Him at the forefront of our lives. To say yes to Him!

Get ready, my friends, to see God move mountains. I'm convinced that through the challenges that are ahead of us He'll redeem souls...He'll heal hearts...He'll bless the poor...He'll restore relationships...and He'll show Himself to you in more ways than you ever dreamed possible.

Sometimes you have to get away to pray in the spirit, worship, truly focus on Him and listen. Then, through the Holy Spirit, we can see and hear God's desires more clearly. God's desires become our desires when we are walking closely with Him. 

Sometimes, we expect a loud voice to speak directly to us from Heaven. Or perhaps we really are waiting for a vision, a dream, or something. Believe it or not, God will give them to us! When we are in intimacy with God and seeking Him, the desires we begin to feel, and the words we hear, are God given! That is what our father does. 
He will begin to whisper and birth desires in our spirit. Sometimes we think we came up with the idea, but it was from Him! And, when He provides the idea, all we have to do is ask! The Bible says you have not because you ask not.
There are many spiritual principals listed all throughout the scriptures, from the Old Testament to New, regarding speaking out loud in faith. If God were to ask you today, "What do you want from me?" what would you tell him? 
Remember that God makes the largest, most outrageous things come to pass. When you receive a revelation from Him, you need to write it down, believe through faith what God has told you, and go after it - no matter how outrageous it may seem.

Habakkuk 2:2 says, "Then the LORD answered me and said, 'Record the vision and inscribe it on talents that the one who read it may run." 
Do you see how powerful that instruction is? To write it down then RUN. Part of running is to keep going, even when you face obstacles. Don't let one, 10 or 100 small things keep you from running after your destiny. God is faithful!

Genesis 18:14 says, "there is nothing too hard for the Lord! When God told Abraham he would have a child with his wife, Sara, he laughed." Genesis 17:17 says, "Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, shall a child be born to man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear a child?" Romans 4:3 says "God credited Abraham's unwavering faith as righteousness." 

That is the type of God we serve - a God who wants to make the desires and dreams in our hearts come true. We need to dream big! When you become intimate with the Lord, you must remember too.

Hubert Brandon

Thanks Hubert, I needed this encouragement! I hope my readers will feel the same!
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